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I. BOOK NOTES AND REVIEWS 

SOME RECENT BOOKS OF INTEREST TO HIGH-SCHOOL HISTORY 

TEACHERS 

During the late spring and early summer a number of books appeared in 
which high-school history teachers will find much to interest them. The 
most recent of these is Professor Breasted's Survey of the Ancient World} 
At the present time there is quite a demand for a textbook in the field of 
ancient history which can be conveniently completed in a half-year. Pro- 
fessor Breasted's book meets this demand. The book is not the author's 
Ancient Times in another form. It offers in a much briefer form than this 
volume contains an admirable sketch of the ancient world. It should be 
further stated that the book does not contain exactly the same material as 
that included in the first half of Robinson and Breasted's Outlines of Euro- 
pean History, Part I. While one would expect to find much of the same 
material in these books which the author included in his other two volumes 
concerning the same field, yet, after carefully comparing the three volumes, 
one must conclude that there is enough difference in the three books to justify 
one in speaking of Survey of the Ancient World as a new book. 

The recent appearance of two volumes by Professor Webster 2 completes 
the series of high-school histories which had its beginning in the appearance 
of Webster's Ancient History in 1 913. As the list stands now it includes 
Ancient History, from prehistoric times to the Age of Charlemagne; Early 
European History, from prehistoric times to the seventeenth century; Euro- 
pean History, Part I, the ancient history section of Early European History; 
European History, Part II, from the fall of Rome to the seventeenth century; 
European History, Part III, from the Age of Louis XIV to the present; 
Medieval and Modern History, from the fall of Rome to the present. This 
last volume is nothing other than European History, Part II and Part III 
bound together. It should be said for the company and the author that they 
have shown considerable ingenuity in discovering so many forms to bind 
the same material. They should be commended, rather than criticised for 

1 J. H. Breasted, Survey oj the Ancient World. Boston and Chicago: Ginn and Co., 1919. 
Pp. xii-(-4i7. 

2 Hutton Webster, Medieval and Modern History and European History, Part III, 
Modern Times. Chicago: D. C. Heath & Co., 1919. Pp. xxvi+787 and pp. xxvii-)-4i2. 
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their ingenuity for, as the material now exists, a teacher can easily find a 
book to meet his needs. 

Books on recent European history suitable for use in high school are 
at the present time in great demand. Professor Hazen's Fifty Years of 
Europe, 1870-ipip 1 will be welcomed by those seeking supplementary reading 
matter in European history since 1870. While the treatment emphasizes 
the political history at the expense of the economic and social, it certainly 
presents the events leading up to the Great War in a readable and attractive 
style. The last one hundred pages are devoted to the World War. The 
writer knows of no better material in a form which high-school students will 
actually have time to read than these one hundred pages contain. They will 
be of great service in supplementing the necessarily brief treatment of this 
important topic which most recent textbooks in European history contain. 

One result of the war has been to call attention to the historical connec- 
tions and relations of America and Britain. Teachers are anxious to be 
informed on this subject. To aid them there are now three books, two of 
which appeared late in 191 8 2 and one in 19 19. 3 The first two are brief and 
popular treatments of the subject. They present excellent accounts for the 
one who does not care to go deeply into the subject. Individuals wishing to 
go into the subject deeper and at the same time know what one who has spent 
many years in studying it has to say will read Professor McLaughlin's book, 
which is largely made up of lectures delivered in England during the summer 
of 19 1 8. America's entry into the war, British and American relations, the 
Monroe Doctrine, and the background of American Federation are the sub- 
jects treated in the volume. 

The flood of books on the history of the war has already made its appear- 
ance. A treatment of the subject which has recently come to this department 
is The World War for Democracy* which on the whole is a rather imposing and 
attractive volume. The type is large and clear, the style easy, and the 
organization of each chapter easily grasped. There are also a great number 
of excellent illustrations. While the treatment is altogether too bulky to 
expect a class to read it all during the time devoted to the topic, the book will 
be of value as a reference work to be consulted occasionally. 

1 C. D. Hazen, Fifty Years of Europe, 1870-1919. New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1919. 
Pp. 428. 

2 H. H. Powers, America and Britain. New York and Chicago: Macmillan, 1918. 
Pp. iv-)-76; British-American Discords and Concords, a record of three centuries. New York: 
G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1918. Pp. viii-l-85. 

* A. C. McLaughlin, America and Britain. New York: E. P. Dutton & Co., 1919. 
Pp. ix-(-22i. 

«W. W. Sage, E. E. Rush, and special contributors, The World War for Democracy. 
Kansas City: Mclndoo Publishing Co., 1919. Pp. xi-L.283. 
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The National Security League has issued a new edition of the Handbook 
of the War for Readers, Speakers, and Teachers, which was first printed in 
August, 1917. 1 The majority of the material in this edition is entirely new. 
The general plan adopted in this issue is to follow each chapter with a large 
number of illustrative extracts. History teachers will find these extracts 
from original sources of great value. Inasmuch as this material is organized 
around certain definite topics, it can be made to illuminate the general 
statements in the main discussion. In all, the pamphlet contains eleven 
chapters devoted to such topics as the following: How the Government of 
Germany, with Austria, Prepared for the War; Responsibility for the War; 
The Events which Forced the United States into the War; Our Government's 
Conduct of the War; New Activities of the Citizen; Historical Sketch of 
Military Operations; International Problems of Peace and Sketches of 
Warring Peoples; Internal Problems of Peace for the Citizen; Bolshevism; 
and War Statistics. The reader will observe that these topics are just the 
ones in which people of today are interested. For this reason there is prob- 
ably no better material of this type on the market to put into the hands of 
high-school students. It is not only readable, but it is teachable as well. 

Verse in usable form for illustrative purpose in history teaching is alto- 
gether too scarce. Besides giving inspiration, stirring the imagination, and 
creating enthusiasm, this sort of material can be used to make many abstract 
statements concrete. Teachers interested in material to assist them along 
these lines will welcome a recent publication under the title, Verse for 
Patriots. 2 From the verse produced during the war describing the thrilling 
deeds of individual heroes and embodying the spirit of the nations battling 
for right and freedom have been drawn some of the finest — "The Road to 
France," Daniel M. Henderson; "Salutation," Marion Couthouy Smith; 
"In Flanders' Fields," John McCrae; "Verdun," Berton Braley; "The Old 
Kings," Margaret Widdemer; "The Soldier," Rupert Brooks; "I Have a 
Rendezvous with Death," Alan Seeger; and many more. To these have been 
added the deathless songs of an older day, such as "The Greeks at Thermop- 
ylae," by Lord Byron; national songs of all the Allies; invocations to the 
flag and to freedom; and poems born of the spirit which holds all men 
brothers — a true internationalism of common ideals and faith. The world 
has broken with false gods, and though the battle still rages, in the hearts 
of the young thrills a presage of victory. 



1 A. L. Frothingham, Handbook of War Facts and Peace Problems. New York: National 
Security League, 1919. Pp. 253. 

2 Jean Broadhurst and Clara L. Rhodes, Verse for Patriots. Philadelphia: J. B. 
Lippincott Co., 1919. Pp. xi+367. 



